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al d'Orcia, the Montalcino estate owned by Fran­

cesco Marone Cinzano, lies just across the bridge 

straddling the Ombrone River, at the southern bor­

der of the appellation, northeast of the village of 

Sant'Angelo Scala. It's a large estate by Montalcino standards. 

When I visited there in the spring of 2012, then-marnurina �irPr-

cask that were destined to be 2011 Brunellos di Montalcino. Rang­

ing from elegant and charming to dense and tannic, these samples 

would allow the e rate to create a final blend that represented the 

various elevations of its vineyard parcels. 

This blending process was top of mind when reviewing the newly 
rolo ............. .J .,1\1,., • 
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coma Neri (left) works with sons Giovanni and Gianlorenzo to make highly sought-after Brunellos, including its classic-scoring 2016 single-vineyard Cerretalto. 

ury-production was only 30% compared with a 
:luding no Rosso di Montalcino. Because of these 
d'Orcia decided to make a strict selection of its 

ing around the bush, the climate in 2017 was ex­
: going to see more of it," explains Santiago Ma­
ancesco's son. "My father and I sat down and made 
,rioritize quality." 
the strict selection, the Col d'Orcia team was care­
on, reducing the maceration with the skins from 
12 days and performing shorter pumpovers and 

a process whereby the entire tank is drained then 
: goal of avoiding excessive tannins. These efforts 
: elegant yet robust Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
which is filled with cherry, strawberry, wild thyme 

in Montalcino was as drastic in cutting produc­
:ia in 201 7, yet observant farming in the vineyards 
,ss the region. Old vines, elevation and location 
were also key to making successful wines. 
:i.stings of more than 80 Brunellos from the 2017 
ttlings earned classic scores (95 to 100 points). 
:llo di Montalcino Montosoli (95, $125) is a San­
b balance and complexity, saturated with black 

FREE ALPHABETICAL LIST 

et scores and prices for more than 80 wines reviewed 

currant, blackberry and blueberry flavors that show accents of iron, 
tar, tobacco and wild herbs, while Camigliano's Brunello di Mon­
talcino Paesaggio lnatteso (95, $75) is a racy red bisected by a beam 
of cherry, strawberry and currant, with iron, earth and eucalyptus 
playing supporting roles. 

Enjoying an advantageous position in the appellation, Monto­
soli is one of Montalcino's great vineyards, its reputation affirmed 
by the number of highly rated labels from multiple producers over 
the past few years. "First of all, Montosoli was never hit by the 
April frost, which already set the plants in a healthier condition 
for the summer," recounts Alessandra Angelini, whose family owns 
both Altesino and Caparzo. "The northern region was hit by very 

few isolated, small rains. Montosoli has been one of these places, 
so definitely the plants were far less stressed than the ones we have 
in the far south. Also its altitude, which goes slightly above 300 
meters [about 1,000 feet above sea level], helped out with the north­
ern breezes, freshening up the weather a little in the evenings." 

Camigliano is farther south, closer to the southern border of the 
Montalcino appellation. Sergio Cantini, its winemaker, notes that 
the greatest challenge in 2017 was finding the perfect degree of 
ripeness, without any overripeness due to the high temperatures, 
and the perfect degree of extraction and balance in the wines. 
"Speaking specifically of Paesaggio lnatteso, the wine derives from 
a single vineyard, specific terroir, good altitude-and with great 
freshness of the soil," Cantini says. "A single harvest was made 
around Sept. 20, completely eliminating the imperfect grapes." 

Another five wines flirted with classic ratings, each weighing in 

Caparzo's Brunello di Montalcino La Casa ($70), Le Chiuse's 
Brunello di Montalcino ($120), Podere Salicutti's Brunello di 
Montalcino Sorgente ($116) and Poggio Antico's Brunello di 
Montalcino Altera ($90). All of these versions deliver freshness 
balance and complexity, while ranging in style from the elegan; 
Le Chiuse to the muscular Caparzo, which expresses its southern 
exposure on the Montosoli hill. 

At Poggio Antico, new ownership arrived in 2017, along with 
general manager Federico Trost. After conducting soil surveys of 
all the micro-terroirs on the property, Trost organized the harvest 
on a plot-by-plot basis. Altera used to be a selection of the best 
lots in the cellar, but in 2017 Trost and his team made the wine 

from two of the three lowest-yielding parcels in the I Poggi area, 
the highest-elevation vineyards on the estate. 

"The unique terroir of Poggio Antico and the elevation of our 
vineyards allow us to make wines with a very distinctive finesse, 
also in the heat of 2017-and 2021. lt is such a plus being the high­
est producer of the appellation in times of global warming and dry 

years," quips Trost. 
Most of the 2017s reviewed for this report earned outstanding 

ratings of 90 points or higher. Overall, I give the vintage a rating 
of 92 points. Despite more robust tannins, the wines should de­
velop quickly, perhaps similar to the 201 ls. As a result, these are 
Brunellos to enjoy on the earlier side, over the next 10 to 15 years. 

Rating Brunello di Montalcino Vintages 

That makes 2017 an ideal group of reds to sa­
vor while waiting for the more concentrated 
2015s and structured 2016s. 

2017 92 Sr:>rini and sum_m�r were warm, but especially dry, with Drink or hold 
slight Y more ram in the north; the best wines are balanced 
and fresh for enjoying over the near term 

2016 99 Textbook growing season resulted in wines of finesse and Drink or hold 
elegance, bala_nce a.nd harmony, with mostly red fruit flavors. 
Ideal weather in September preserved acidity 

2015 97 A warm bu� not overl� hot summer, with adequate rain and Drink or hold 
heal�hy fruit, resulted in ripe, rich Brunellos dense with 
tannins; the best have the acidity to age long term 

2014 89 A cool, wet SE:!ason with lack of sun made full ripeninfl difficult· Drink 
small crop, with many producers declassifying Brune lo 

2013 95 A late startto the growing season led to a late harvest of Drink or hold 
mostly elegant, balanced Brunellos with vibrant structures 

2012 96 �xtrem� weather produced rich, concentrated wines with Drink or hold 
ripe fruit and freshness; the best have the structure to age 

2011 91 A _warm _year with a heat spike in August, producing forward Drink 
wines with _ample fruit. The best are lively and balanced· ripe 
and dense in the south 

Notable older vintages: 2010, 2006, 2004, 2001, 1999, 1997, 1990, 1988, 1985 
Vintage ratings: 95-100, class�c; 90:94, outstanding; 85-89, very good; 80-84, good; 7S-79, mediocre; 50-74, not 
re_commended Drlnkablllty: NVR means most of the wines of the vintage are yet to be released· "drink" means most of the 
wines of the vintage are ready to drink; "hold" means most of the ageworthy wines have yet to fully mature. 

peaking of 2016, the riservas and spe­
cial cuvees from that vintage are stel­
lar for the most part. One of the great­
est vintages of the past generation, 
the 2016 harvest fielded 48 clas ic­

scoring wines upon release of the annate last 
year and an additional 34 riservas at 95-plus 
in this report. 

My favorites top out at 98 points and in­
clude some of the appellation's leading estates. 
Casanova di Neri's Brunello di Montalcino 
Cerretalto 2016 ($390) is a single-vineyard 
bottling that proprietor Giacomo Neri ages 
like a riserva; Castello Banfi's Brunello di 
Montalcino Poggio alle Mura Riserva 2016 
($150) offers black cherry, blackberry, plum, 



"Wi hout beating around the 
b sh, the climate in 2017 
was extreme, and we're 
going to see more of it." 
__ -SANTIAGO MARONE CINZANO 

(98, $285) is expressive and complex, 

revealing hints of truffle, fading roses 

and spice that augment the wine's 

cherry, raspberry, iron, eucalyptus and 

anise flavors. 

If the 2016 growing season offered 

ideal conditions (see "Sweet Sixteen" 

in the July 31, 2021, issue, for my de­

tailed coverage of that vintage), 2017 

presented a number of challenges, not 

least the heat and drought. 

March was warm and rainy in the 

north of the zone, followed by a frost 

in April that affected some of the 

lower-elevation vineyards. Tempera­

tures rose by the middle of May, and 

the summer was dry until some rainfall 

at the end of August and beginning of 

September. One consolation was that 

the nights cooled down, helping the 

grapes retain much-needed acidity. 

Both 11 Poggione and Col d'Orcia cited 

the use of emergency irrigation during 

the summer drought. 

The September precipitation 

plumped up the grapes and refreshed 

the vines for the final ripening. Har­

vest was earlier than usual, with some 

estates picking early in September. By 

the first week of October, most of the 

Sangiovese had been harvested. 

ialtiero Ghezzi (left) and winemaker Sergio Cantini made a top-rated 2017 Brunello in a linear style. 

For many producers, macerations 

were typically shorter in 2017 to avoid 

excessive tannins due to the grapes' 

thick skins, while aging in wood was also shorter to maintain as 

much freshness as possible. Estates such as Altesino, Caparzo and 

11 Poggione, however, reported no changes to their fermentation 

and aging regimens. 

nd iron aromas and flavors that work in tandem 

texture and dense structure; and Ciacci Piccolo­

's Brunello di Montalcino Vigna di Pianrosso Santa 

Riserva 2016 ($150) is racy and beautifully inte­

cherry, black currant, violet and mineral flavors. 

ue among the top wines is Fanti's Brunello di 

na Le Macchiarelle Riserva 2016 (98, $97), which 

:y, blackberry and plum fruit, with notes of leather, 

licorice and mineral all in the right proportions. 

rlello di Montalcino Riserva 2016 (98, $176) offers 

ors of blackberry, black currant, licorice, tobacco 

ced by vivid acidity and dusty tannins, while Val-

In general, the 2017 Brunellos are wines to enjoy over the short 

term, considering their higher alcohol content (with the majority 

reaching 14.5% to 15% by volume) and abundant tannins, as well 

as their ripe, sometimes cooked or dried, fruit flavors. 

Nevertheless, the vintage provides Brunello lovers with more 

wines to enjoy over the next decade. Drink them while you give 

the 2015s and 2016s more time to evolve. 

Senior editor Bruce Sanderson is Wine Spectator's lead taster on

Bruce Sanderson
J

s Recommended Brunellos di Montalcino 
Nearly 150 wines were reviewed for this report. A free alphabetical list is available at WineSpectator.com/BrunelloAlpha063022. 

WineSpectator.com members can access complete reviews for all wines tasted using the online Wine Ratings search. 

TOP 2017s 
WINE SCORE PRICE 

ALTESINO Brunello di Montalcino Montosoli 2017 

Shows black currant, blackberry and blueberry flavors, plus notes of 

iron, tar, tobacco and wild herbs as this reaches the long finish. 

95 $125 

CAMIGLIANO Brunello di Montalcino Paesaggio lnatteso 2017 95 $75 

Linear and almost racy, showing cherry, strawberry and currant flavors 

as well as hints of iron, earth and eucalyptus, with an expansive finish. 

CANALICCHIO DI SOPRA Brunello di Montalcino 2017 

Bursts with sweet. ripe cherry and plum fruit, with tobacco, leather 

and mineral notes adding depth as this nears the lingering conclusion. 

94 $106 

CAPARZO Brunello di Montalcino La Casa 2017 94 $70 

Black currant, black cherry, storJY mineral and sanguine flavors define 

this intense version, revealing meaty character and refined tannins. 

LE CHIUSE Brunello di Montalclno 2017 

Solidly built, offering key themes of black cherry, blackberry and 

violet flavors, with mineral, tobacco and bitter almond accents. 

POGGIO ANTICO Brunello di Montalcino Altero 2017 

Ripe, lush and expressive, showing flavors of cherry, plum, earth, iron 

and tobacco, with a line of tannins providing support. Fine balance. 

94 $120 

94 $90 

PODERE SALICUTTI Brunello di Montalcino Sorgente 2017 94 $116 

A sleek and succulent red, with balsamic aromas of juniper, rosemary, 

eucalyptus and thyme backed by cherry, raspberry and floral flavors. 

TOP 2016 RISERVAS 
WINE 

CASTELLO BANFI Brunello di Montalcino 

Poggio alle Mura Riserva 2016 

Stunning, with black cherry, blackberry, plum, leather, earth and iron 

flavors working in tandem with supple texture and dense structure. 

SCORE PRICE 

98 $150 

CASANOVA DI NERI Brunello di Montalclno Cerretalto 2016 98 $390 

Dense and racy, this is driven by vivid acidity, with black cherry, black 

currant, violet and iron flavors that show a hint of rosemary. 

CIACCI PICCOLOMINI D'ARAGONA Brunello di Montalcino 

Vigna di Pianrosso Santa Caterina d'Oro Riserva 2016 

Fluid and compact, exuding cherry, black currant, violet and mineral 

aromas and flavors, with beautifully integrated acidity and tannins. 

FANTI Brunello di Montalcino Vigna Le Macchiarelle 

Riserva 2016 

Shows ripe cherry, blackberry and plum fruit, with notes of leather, 

autumn woods, licorice and mineral, offering structure and intensity. 

UCCELLIERA Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2016 

Flavors of blackberry, black currant, tobacco, vanilla and licorice are 

backed by vivid acidity and dusty tannins, ending with a long finish. 

VALDICAVA Brunello di Montalcino Madonna del Piano 

Riserva 2016 

Expressive and complex, revealing hints of truffle, fading roses and 

spice joined by cherry, raspberry, iron, eucalyptus and anise flavors. 

BIONDI-SANTI Brunello di Montalcino Tenuta Greppo 2016 

This version features a well of blackberry and black cherry fruit, 

along with iron, licorice and fresh herb aromas and flavors. 

98 $150 

98 $97 

98 $176 

98 $285 

97 $253 

CANALICCHIO DI SOPRA Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2016 97 $225 

This leads with high-toned cherry and strawberry flavors that show 

savory, minerally elements, buoyed by vibrant acidity. 

TOP 2016 RISERVAS (continued)

WINE 

CAPRILI Brunello di Montalcino AdAlberto Riserva 2016 

Taut and linear, with cherry, strawberry, green olive, rose, sanguine 

and iron notes and an aftertaste of wild herbs, fruit and tobacco. 

CASTIGLION DEL BOSCO Brunello di Montalcino 

Millecento Riserva 2016 

Powerful, with aromas of truffle, black currant, violet and iron, plus 

flavors of saturated dark berry fruit, floral, leather and tobacco. 

CONTI COSTANTI Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2016 

Fresh but a bit closed off today, delivering plum, black cherry and 

blackberry flavors, with floral, earth, wild herb and mineral accents. 

POGGIO ANTICO Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2016 

Stunning, with a beam of cherry, kirsch and violet flavors as well as 

mineral, tobacco and ash accents. Fresh and juicy, with fine harmony. 

POGGIO DI SOTTO Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2016 

Elegant and detailed, with beautiful pure cherry and strawberry fruit 

flavors joined by floral, mineral and tobacco accents that add depth. 

CASTELLO ROMITORIO Brunello di Montalcino 

Filo di Seta Riserva 2016 

Lively and balanced, showing black cherry, blueberry and black currant 

fruit flavors, with dusty tannins and mineral, soy and spice accents. 

SCORE PRICE 

97 $90 

97 $210 

97 $230 

97 $160 

97 $500 

97 $700 

SAN FILIPPO Brunello di Montalcino Le Lucere Riserva 2016 97 $249 

This version is long, featuring cherry, raspberry, strawberry, floral and 

eucalyptus flavors allied to a firm underlying structure. 

LIVIO SASSETTI Brunello di Montalcino Pertimall Riserva 2016 97 $110 

Enticing and harmonious, boasting blackberry, black currant, violet 

and mineral flavors, with a solid structure and lingering aftertaste. 

BARICCI Brunello di Montalcino Nello Riserva 2016 96 $195 

Rich and round, revealing bright black cherry, blackberry and black 

currant fruit flavors, with grace notes of iron, tar and eucalyptus. 

GIANNI BRUNELLI Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2016 96 $160 

Beefy and muscular, showing black cherry, blackberry and plum fruit, 

with notes of earth, iron and spice, finishing with savory hints. 

CARPINETO Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2016 96 $135 

Opulent and round, boasting cherry, blackberry, plum, iron, tobacco 

and menthol notes, with a broad matrix of tannins shoring it all up. 

LISINI Brunello di Montalcino Ugolaia 2016 96 $90 

Juicy, with saturated flavors of black currant, blackberry, cherry and 

earth, plus a hint of dark chocolate embedded in a dense structure. 

LE MACIOCHE Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2016 96 $200 

Rich and dense, with a spine of acidity providing definition for flavors 

of cherry, raspberry, black currant, violet, minerals and spice. 

IL POGGIONE Brunello di Montalcino Vigna Paganelli 96 $140 

Riserva 2016 

This sleek, elegant red features a beam of pure cherry, with floral, 

mineral, wild herb and orange zest accents. Well-delineated and long. 

LA SERENA Brunello di Montalcino Gemini Riserva 2016 96 $105 

Seductive, with alluring black cherry, blackberry, leather, wild herb, 

tobacco and iron aromas and flavors. Firm, yet balanced and intense. 

TALENTI Brunello di Montalcino Pian di Conte Riserva 2016 96 $70 

Fluid cherry, currant and raspberry flavors are matched to dense 

tannins in this taut red, with wild herb, tobacco and mineral notes. 

slincoln
Highlight



t Values 
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5 with solid scores, modest prices and wide 

:mtion. 

2021 
MARLBOROUGH 
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SAUVIGNON BLANC 
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) Kirkland Signature Sauvignon Blanc 
Marlborough Ti Point 2021 $7 NEW ZEALAND 

me, peach and lemon curd flavors show good inten­
ith fresh ginger and lemon zest notes on the fresh, 
'inish. Takes off at the end, where the flavors and 
ity expand. Drink now. 466,000 cases made, 466,000 

mported.- M . W. 

2020 
tlu:_ II(':! 

JUr"-l'lt .', 
C'l'e - , , �• L, ;•- �, , 

i Bodegas Juan Gi l  Monastre l l  Jumil la 
1 Albacea 2020 $10 SPAIN A well�spiced,
m- to full-bodied red that folds chalky tannins into
1d juicy blackberry and cherry fruit, with lots of gar­

nd a tang of orange peel. Shows good length and
sion. Drink now through 2027. 1 0,000 cases made,
cases imported.- A.N.

Sauvigno n  Blanc 
!f•ll

OJjSterBaH 
N !l W Z. 1' A I. A N ll 

, Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough 
1 2021 $15 NEW ZEALAND Delivers pear, citrus and
curd flavors that are generous and balanced, with 

:s of matcha and lime zest on a light, refreshing 
Drink now. 456,700 cases imported.- M . W. 

Old 

Vine 

Zi nfandel 

Sonoma County 

2019 

88 Kirkland S ignature Zlnfandel Sonoma
County Old Vine 2019 $10 CALIFORNIA This

zesty version is loaded with spice, offering easygoing cherry 
and smoked sage flavors. Drink now through 2025. 46,500 

cases made.- T. F. 

New Wines From Around the World 

FRANCE 
Chablis 

94 Patrick Piuze Chablis Les Roncieres 2020
$62 This silky, vibrant white is all about texture and 
harmony, showcasing peach, melon, apple and lemon fruit 
underscored by a subtle minerality. Seamless from start to 
finish, ending in a long citrusy and stony aftertaste. Drink 
now through 2028. 1 20 cases made, 48 cases imported.- B. S .  

93 Patrick Piuze Chablis Vaulorent "QC" 2020
$84 Though reserved aromatically, this shows intensity 
on the palate. Offers apple, lemon, bread dough and min­
eral flavors driven by a bracing acidity, which extends the 
finish with a long, tangy stone-infused aftertaste. Drink 
now through 2028. 69 cases made, 5 cases imported.-B .S. 

92 Patrick Piuze Chablis La Butte "0" 2020 $37 
A ripe version, this hints at white flowers, apricot and 
sweet spices, with a core of apple and lemon flavors. There 
is an appealing crispness here, revealing a vein of mineral 
that lingers on the finish. Drink now through 202 7 .-B . S .  

92 Patrick Piuze Chablis Terroir de Fleys 2020 
$35 This white reveals a mix of lemon, vanilla, apple 
and stone aromas and flavors. Reserved yet persistent, 
showing fine intensity and harmony. Finishes long and 
complex. Drink now through 2027.-B.S .  

91 Domaine Besson Chablis Vaudesir 2019
$150 Though ripe, this white features textbook peach, 
apple and lemon flavors, with a mineral element perme­
ating the juicy texture. Bright and lingers with an echo 
of lemon. Drink now through 2024. 467 cases made, 200 

cases imported.- B . S .  

90 Domaine Besson Chablis Mont de Mil ieu 
2019 $90 The peach, melon and herb flavors of this
white are framed by hints of vanilla, with a touch of honey 
chiming in as this plays out on the finish. Drink now. 380 

cases made, 1 00 cases imported.-B .S .  

90 Patrick Piuze Chablis La Grande Vallee 2020 
$37 This crisp version offers floral, peach, apple and 
citrus flavors, backed by a subtle mineral underpinning. 
Balanced and juicy, with a lingering finish of citrus and 
stone notes. Drink now.-B.S .  

90 Patrick Piuze Chablis Terroir de Fye 2020 
$32 There's richness to this but also a fine beam of acid­
ity driving white peach, apple and fresh herb flavors. Vi­
brant and balanced, with a fine citrus aftertaste. Drink now 
through 2025. 1 ,039 cases made, 240 cases imported.- B .S.  

90 Patrick Piuze Chablis Terroir de la Chapelle 
2020 $32 Lean and austere, evoking oyster shell,
iodine, apple, lemon and stone flavors. Linear yet shows 
intensitv. while the finish is tanQV and chalkv. Drink now 

90 Patrick Piuze Chablis Terroir Decouverte
2020 $�2 Green plum and apple flavors highlight this
sleek whi[e, which is lively and translucent, with a line 
of mineral hints and a mouthwatering finish. Very focused. 
Drink now through 2025 . 796 cases made, 275 cases 
imported.-B .S. 

89 Louis Jadot Chablis Fourchaume 2019 $50
Ripe, boasting honey, peach and lanolin flavors. Tums 
more refined as this builds toward the long, spice-tinged 
finish. Tails off a little in the end. Drink now. 1 80 cases 
imported.-B . S .  

89 Patrick Piuze Chablis Terroir de Chablis 
2020 $32 Lemon cake and apple aromas and flavors
mark this succulent white, which is fresh and balanced, 
leaving a chalky feel on the mouthwatering finish. Drink 
now through 2025.-B .S .  

FRANCE 
Champagne 

98 Louis Roederer Brut Champagne Cristal 
2014 $359 See Collectibles, page 93 . 

9 7 Bollinger Brut Champagne La Grande An nee
2014 $190 See Highly Recommended, page 93 .

96 Bollinger Brut Rose Champagne La Grande 
An nee 2014 $240 This graceful rose Champagne has
a lovely, creamy viscosity, enfolding aromas and flavors of 
ripe apricot and plum fruit, toasted almond, tea rose, dried 
mint and pickled ginger. This version's lush flavors and 
texture are well-meshed with and enlivened by a firm 
streak of racy acidity, with a chalky underpinning emerg­
ing to drive the finish. Pinot Nair and Chardonnay. Dis­
gorged August 202 1 . Drink now through 2034. 50 cases 
imported.- A.N. 

95 Pol Roger Brut Champagne Cuvee Sir 
Winston Churchill 2013 $400 This expressive
Champagne shows ripe and juicy pineapple, cassis and 
apricot fruit flavors married to notes of brioche, saline, 
lemon curd and honeysuckle. Backed by a spine of fresh 
acidity, this is well-cut and harmonious, with the fine and 
creamy mousse carrying the flavor range on the lasting 
finish. �ink now through 2035 .  600 cases imported.-A.N. 

95 Taittinger Brut Rose Champagne Comtes 
de Champagne 2008 $273 A harmonious rose,
seamlessly knitting a vivid spine of acidity and a streak of 
salinity with a fine, satiny mousse and flavors of wild straw­
berry, blood orange sorbet, pickled ginger and toast point. 
The lingering finish shows accents of dried thyme, smoke 
and graphite. Pinot Nair and Chardonnay. Drink now 
through 2033.  300 cases imported.- A.N. 

94 Pol Roger Brut Blanc de Blancs Champagne
2015 $170 Sleek and minerally, this elegant Cham­
pagne is crisply lacy in texture, with notes of Asian pear, 
lemon preserves, salted almond and white blossoms that 
are lightly honeyed and juicy throughout. Shows good 
drive on the firm, lingering finish. Drink now through 
2034. 1 50 cases imported.-A.N. 

94 Pol Roger Brut Rose
Champagne 2015 $160 A
lively rose, offering wild strawberry 
and cherry fruit flavors that are ripe 
and expressive, with notes of blood 
orange peel, graphite and leafy 
herbs serving as a pleasing counter­
point to the sweet fruit. Well-cut 
and focused, with a fine, lively bead 
and a minerally, smoke- and spice­
laced finish. Drink now through 
2032. 300 cases imported.- A.N. 

DAMIEN CAMBRES 

Chef de Cave 

rarrct:'"'/ rrary-

�3 Henriot Brut Champagne 2012 $TOO Afirm and focused Cha .th 
minemll 

mpagne, w1 a subtle overtone of 

k 
. • . Y smoke and brine. Lacy in texrnre and finely

1
-�it, with layers of yellow apple aod pear fruit, marzipan,cmon preserves and aroma ic accents of coast and white

�o�vers. Creamy and mouthwatering on the lingeringfm1sh. Chamonnay and Pinoc Noir. Drink now through 2032. 450 case imported.-A.N.

notes that chime through the toasty fint'sh h'l h fr . 
k D . k 

, w I e t e u1t eeps pace. rm now through 2030 5 400 d 500 cases imported.-J.M. 
. , cases ma e, 

90 Domaine Le Colombier Vacqueyras Tradition2020 $23 A stylish red, with warmed plum sauce andsteeped cherry notes char are inlaid with hints of warmearth, dark tea and sandalwood A subtle ' I d 
93 Pol Roger Brut Champagne 2015 s150 A graceful Champagne, offering del icate notes of whiteche�, poached apricot, pickled ginger and chalky mineraldanctng across the palate, carried by cl1e finely derailedmousse. Buoyed by racy acidity, this i mouthwatering almost crunchy, on rhe spice- and smoke-tinaed c· • -h,p· N . d Ch d 

- ,. 11 1115 • mot. o1rnn ar onnay. Drink now through 2034. 500 

dd 1 · mmera e ge a s �ngth t�rough the Finish. Grenache, Syrah andMourvedre. Drmk now through 2026 l 500 cl 400 
. - · , cases mn e cases 1mported.-J.M. • 

90 Domaine de la Presidente Chateauneuf-du­Pape 2020 $35 Ripe and generous in feel, with soft plum and blackberry puree flavors inlaid with singed san­dal woo� and dried lavender notes. The dusty-edged finishgives this old-school flair. Drink now d1rough 2027. 3,800cases made, 550 cases imported.-J.M.
cases Lmported.-A.N. 
93 Taittlnger Brut Blanc de Blancs ChampagneComtes de Champagne 2011 s239 A . 1 1 . · t 1  ke 

mmera y version, Wt 1 smo and saline notes deftly meshed withflavors of glazed apple, lemon-infused pastry cream and.marzipan. !his is fine and softly creamy in texture \\richl�mony acidity p�oviding good definition through ;o thel ightly toas� fimsh. Elegant. Drit1k now through 2030.2,800 cases 1mported.�A.N. 
92 Pommery Brut Champagne Cuvee Louise 2005 $210 Fresh and lacy, with a pleasing, creamyra�ge of golden apple, blanched a lmond and lemon poundcake underscored by a treak of mineraUy saline and brine Chardonnay and Pinot Noir. Drink now through 2030:8,333 cases made, 1 , 100 cases imported.-A.N.
9� Pommery Brut Champagne Royal 2008 s70 A firm,_ op�n-knit version, with a fine bead and a chalkyunderpinmng aligned with a subtle mesh of crunchy greenp�ar, Meyer lemon peel and elderflower notes. Shows hintsof salted a!�ond and toast point on the finish. Chardon­nay and Pmot Noir. Drink now through 2027. 12,500 cases made, 5 , 1 50 cases imported.-A.N.
90 Heidsieck Monopole Brut Champagne BlueTo: NV $40 . A bright sparkler, with a lively moussean an expressive palate of ripe and juicy Honeycrispap�le, toasted brioche and lemon curd. Salty finish. PinotNo1r, Chardon.nay and Pinot Meunier. Drink now through 2025. 30,000 cases made, 3,800 cases imporced.-A.N.

FRANCE 
Rhone. 

93 Ferraton Pere & Fils Ermitage White Le Reverdy 2019 $129 Rich and ripe, with an alluring
�ushn� ro the white peach, melon and white ginger notes ut with fonn and delineation as well. Shows heather'!'oneysuckle and quince notes thar fi l l  in through the fin�,sh. Marsanne and Roussanne. Best from. 2023 through2030. 250 cases made, 50 cases import�.-) .M.
�2 P!erre-Henri Morel Chateauneuf-du-Pape1_eu-D1t Plgnan 2019 $60 Frankly rich and ripe,w1.rh a cas�de of dark plum, boysenberry and blackberry 
r1re de fr�it flavors _that cruise through, with bittersweet
l

ocoa_, aoise an? fr�1tcake notes filling in along the way.ush m feel ,  rl11s flirts with exotic in the end and should
�e on a faster track. For fans of the showy style. Drink now
;rough 2030. 350 cases made, 50 cases imported.-J.M.

Vi 
1 Domalne Le Colombier Vacqueyras Vieilles 

90 Domaine de la Presidente Chateauneut-du­P_ape Nonciature 2020 $40 Juicy and fonvard, withbr�ch and cherry preserve driving through, while l ightan�se, red_ tea and garrigiie accents add detail through the�nish. Drmk now through 2029. 650 cases made 1'65 case 1mported.-J.M. • s

90 Domaine de la Presidente Chateauneuf-du­Pape White 2020 $35 A plump forward ""'' .th£ I d d fl , I v•1 e, \Vl 
�es ,, roun e 

-
avors of melon and peach, accented bylight lemon curd and shortbread on che finish. Drink no;through 2024. 1 , 1 50 cases made 150 cases imported.-:/ .M.

8 9 Pierre-Henri Morel Cotes du Rhone-VillagesWhite Laudun 2020 $16 Fresh and pure, with pretty 
�elon, yellow apple and white peach notes laced wirl1 a11m of macadamia nut through the finish. Drink nowthrough 2023.J,OOOcase.s mad ' l ,OOOcases imported.-J.M.
89 Domaine de la Presidente Cairanne 2020 $20 Features gently mulled plum and dark cherry fruitfla�ors �hat cruise through, wicl1 anise and singed mes­quite hmts that l inger through the finish. Drink nowthrough 2024. 7,0.00 cases made, 500 cases Imported.-:/ .M.
�8 Pierre-Henri Morel Cotes du Rhone-Villages �•gnargues 2020 $16 Juicy, with cherry paste andhconce notes tha have good energy, ending with a flasho� sweet p1ce on the finish. Shows a subtle hint of miner­ahty. Orenache, Syrah and Mourvedre. Drink now through2023. 8,000 cases made, 2,000 cases impom:d.-J .M.

�7 Domaine Le Colombier Syrah Mediterranee Si� Ral:5 2020 $75 Fdendly and open in feel, withbngh.c ktrsch a1:d bitter cherry notes laced with garrig11e and savory detail . Ends with a sightly dusty finish. Dri.nknow. 2,000 cases made, 1 50 ca es imporced.-J.M.

ITALY 
Tuscany / Brunelle d i  Montalcino
9 5 Altesino Brunello di Montalcino Montosoll2017 $125 See Highly Recommended, page 93.
�5 Camigliano Brunello di Montalcino Paesag­g_10 lnatteso 2017 $75 This l inear, almost racy red i b1secce� by_ a beam of cherry, strawberry and cun:ant fla­vors, w1rl� lf�n, earth and eucalyptus playing supportingr'.'l�s. This firms . up _as it bui lds ro the long, expansive
�i.n1sh, yet the lasting impression is ripe fruit. Complex andmren�e. Best from 2025 through 2043. 300 cases made 20cases nnporred.-B.S. ' 

94 Canalicchio di Sopra Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $�06 . This red bursr with sweet, ripe cherry andplum frmt, with tobacco leather and m . ral I dd ' d 
' .ine e e1uenrs 

gnes 2020 $24 Elegaur, with silky-edaed plum ::,d cherry notes that gl ide through easi ly, joined by light
;nd_er and red tea hints along che way. This gains weight

Gt 
it atrs but Sl'll.ys understated In style. neaky length.

ca 
enache and Mourve1re. Drink now rhrough 2027. 3,000e m,1de, 300 cases 1mported.-J.M.

�1 Ch�teau La Nerthe Chateauneuf-du-Pape
f�:u �

ranteres 2019 $53 A juicy and direct version, 

a mg . epth as this builds to a lingering conclusion.Shows fme balance, a vibrant structure and excellentlength. Spicy aftertaste. Best from 2024 through 2042.
3 , 1 00 cases made, 1 ,000 cases imported.-B.S .

. rm!! rasoberrv ""'' hJ,.,..t,hA-• ____ 1,_ _ _  ··- • 
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> di Montalcino La Casa 2017 
lar red, showing black currant,
ll and sanguine flavors. Reveals
e, with sinewy yet refined tan-
3nce and length. Best from 2025 

rtade, 600 cases imported.-B .S.
lo di Montalcino 2017 $120
k cherry, blackberry and violet
. mineral, tobacco and bitter
lilt, with dense tannins expand­
:here is a sense of elegance here,
tence. Best from 2025 through 
)0 cases imported.-B.S .
·unello di Montalcino Altero 
:i.d expressive, this red features
:i.d tobacco flavors, with a solid
1pport. Long, picking up herbal
ine balance. Best from 2025 

3de, 300 cases imported.-B. S .
Brunello di Montalcino 

I . savory version, bursting with
, rosemary, thyme and eucalyp­
the palate, delivering cherry, 

. Overall, this is sleek and suc­
taste. Best from 2025 through
1 cases imported.-B.S .
1 i  Brunello di  Montalcino 
built red is marked by bright
, rosemary, iron and tar flavors.
nish from the burly and lightly
: while remaining fresh. Best
! ,000 cases made.-B .S .
1i Brunello di Montalcino 
20 Opulent, boasting loamy
> and mineral flavors, this red
efy tannins. Resonates on the 
l in the end. Best from 2025 

ade, 50 cases imported.-B .S .
ira Brunello di Montalcino 

Black cherry and blackberry
ense yet vibrant red, which is 
tys beautifully integrated, har­
:arth and savory herb accents
lly sing in about two to three
1gh 2040 . 300 cases made, 100 

: Brunello di Montalcino 
ed is introduced by graphite,
, with plum and cherry flavors 
1rth, tobacco and underbrush
Balanced, ending in a savory
rough 2043. 7,916  cases made,
, .  

Brunello di Montalcino 
'O Expressive, complex and 
npact profile today. Delivers
Jlet, mineral and tobacco fla­
rtive yet refined tannins leave
'inish. Best from 2025 through 
0 cases imported.-B.S .
:o Brunello di Montalcino 

$1l9 Fresh and focused,
:y, peony, tobacco and stony
;upported by a firm structure,
! and well-integrated. Fine
ough 2042. 667 cases made,

93 C iacc i  P iccolomin i  
d'Aragona B rune l l o  d i  
Montalcino 2017 $80 This
is rich and lively, exuding cherry, 
plum and blackberry fruit, with
accents of earth and underbrush. 
H , d "bl no PAOLO BIANCHINI annon1ous an accessL e w, & LUCIA BIANCHINI with fine length and a l ingering, Owners &  Winemakers 

mineral-ringed f'mish. Best from 
2024 through 2040. 5 , 750 cases made, 1 ,050 cases
imported.-B .S .

93 Col d'Orcia Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$60 This red offers plenty of cherry, strawberry, wild
thyme and sage flavors. Starts out on the elegant side,
before chewy tannins kick in and show a more robust
character. Balanced and long, with tobacco and earth
accents on the finish. Best from 2025 through 2042.
1 5 ,000 cases made, 2,800 cases imported.-B.S .
93 Donatella Cinell i Colombini Brunello di 
Montalcino 2017 $65 Dense and solidly built, with
wild herb, eucalyptus and soy aromas enveloping the core
of cherry and plum fruit. Balanced, lingering nicely on the
fruity, savory and tobacco-tinged aftertaste. Best from 2025 

through 2040. 3 ,208 cases made, 100 cases imported.-B .S.
93 Donatella Cinelli Colombini Brunello di 
Montalcino Prime Donne 2017 $90 A lithe, long
and intense red, with forthcoming aromas of ,1,oo�sy
undergrowth, m1.1shroom, cherry and flowers gathermg
elements of iron robacco and tac on the palate. Today,
the back end is framed by big tannins, yet all the compo­
nents are in the right proportions. Best from 2024 through 
2042. 277 cases made, 90 cases imported.-B .S .
9 3 Fanti Brunello di Montalcino Vallocchio 2017 
$70 This red cuts a broad swath with cherry, strawberry,
iron and savory herb flavors. Dense yet lively and harmo­
nious, with a long, mineral- and spice-infused aftertaste.
Best from 2025 through 2042. 850 cases made, 100 cases
imported.-B.S .
93 La Fiorita Brunello d i  Montalcino 2017 $65 
Round and plump, sporting cherry, raspberry, floral, min­
eral and wild herb aromas and flavors. Well-defined and
solidly structured, ending with plenty of energy driving
the fruit and savory elements. Best from 2025 through
2040. 1 ,666 cases made, 800 cases imporced.-8 .S .
93 La Gerla Brunello di Montalcino La Pieve 
2017 $78 Delivers a broad swath of black cherry, plum,
graphite and earth flavors fused to a firm layer_of tannins.
Fresh and lively, finishing with iron and spice flavors.
Needs time to tame the tannins. Best from 2025 through
2042. 480 cases made, 1 00 cases imported.-B .S .
93 Mastrojanni Brunello di Montalclno 2017 
$75 There's depth to the flavors of black cherry, black­
berry, black currant, iron, spice and tobacco in this red,
which, though vibrant, offers a layer of firm tannins that
provide grip and structure. Ends with a fine aftertaste of
iron, sanguine and tobacco elements. Best from 2024
through 2040. 5 ,000 cases made, 1,750 cases imported.-B .S •
93 Mate Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $85
Lively and elegant for the vintage, revealing strawberry, 
cherry, rose and mineral aromas and flavors. Tums l_eaner
and more focused as this plays out on the long, fruity af­
tertaste. Offers plenty of structure and should develop
beautifully. Best from 2024 through 2040. 995 case made,
400 cases imported.-B .S.
93 Mocali Brunello di Montalclno Le Raunate 
2017 $75 Perfumed and spicy, wid1 macerated cherry, 
plum and sandalwood flavors. Firms up, with a compact
finish revealing tobacco, earth and spice. Best from 2024
through 2042. 160 cases made, 125 cases imported.-B.S.

93 Silvio Nardi Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$85 Intense, with saturated flavors of blackberry and 
plum shaded by earth, eucalyptus and mineral notes. �II
the components are in the right place, backed by a spme
of refined and resonant tannins. Best from 2025 through 
2042. 8,0l 7 cases made, 2,393 cases imported.-B.S.
93 Poggio di Sotto Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$250 Bright flavors of strawberry, cherry and currant
are at the core of this elegant red, which is balanced and
long, with a fresh aftertaste evoking fruit and mineral hints.
Firm yet refined tannins should give this structure to evolve
over the next decade and beyond. Best from 2024 through 
2042. 1 ,583 cases made, 240 cases imported.-B .S .
93 Poggio San Polo Brunello di Montalcino 
Podernovi 2017 $150 Aromas of fading rose and
Mediterranean scrub are enticing in this red, which also
exhibits ample cherry, plum, iron and sanguine flavors.
This is embraced by a cloak of burly tannins, yet has the 
stuffing to find an equilibrium in 3-5 years. Best from 2025
through 204 2. 800 cases made, 150 cases imported.-B. S .
93 I I  Poggione Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$100 Sweet, ripe cherry, blackberry and plum fruit fla­
vors are framed by mineral, tobacco and thyme accents
in this vibrant, balanced red. Make no mistake, there are
ample tannins too, yet this still finds a nice equilibrium
on the lingering finish. Best from 2024 through 2040.
16,700 cases made, 3 ,000 cases imported.-B .S.
93 Le Ragnaie Brunello di Montalcino Casano­
vina Montosoli 2017 $190 This red combines cherry, 
raspberry, earth, stone and sanguine aromas �nd flavors.
Almost racy, with vivid acidity and dense, fme-gramed
tannins providing structure. This turns compact on the 
finish, yet should open up nicely in two to three years.
Best from 2025 through 2043. 242 cases made, 100 cases 
imported.-B .S .
93 Podere Salicutti Brunello di Montalcino 
Piaggione 2017 $1JJ This supple red is marked by 
macerated cherry, plum, fruit cake, floral and leather
aromas and flavors. Lively and balanced, with a light coat­
ing of tannins on the long aftertaste. Best from 2024 
through 2040. 500 cases made, 444 cases imported.-B .S.
92 Altesino Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $65
Blackberry, black cherry, iron and loam aromas and fla­
vors are the highlights of this firmly structured red. Fresh,
picking up rosemary and oak spice accents on the finish.
Best from 2025 through 2042. 1 1 ,600 cases made, 3 ,500
cases imported.-B .S.

92 Arg iano Brunel lo  di 
Montalcino 2017 $65 A rigid,
tightly wound version, this red
features a core of cherry, raspberry,
black currant, almond and iron
aromas and flavors. Needs time,
yet everything feels like it is in the
right proportion. Finishes fresh,
spicy and long. Best from 2025 

through 2042. 10,000 cases made, BERNARDINO SANI 3,000 cases imported.-B .S .  CEO & Winemaker 

92 Castello Banfi Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$75 This red is defined by strawberry, cherry and floral
aromas and flavors, graced by notes of �ar, tobacco, �u�ahlyptus and wild herbs. Firm and unforgivmg on the fmts 
for now yet stays persistent and lively through the long 
aftertas�e. Best from 2025 through 2042. 37 ,500 cases
made, 4,600 cases imported.-B .S.
92 Castello Banfi Brunello di Montalcino po� glo alle Mura 2017 $110 This brawny red is mark 
by leather earth, plum and sanguine notes, with vibfll!lc• . . M l tllfl' acidity keeping thmgs focused and fresh. uscu ar 
nins underline everything, yet this is balanced and long, 
Best from 2025 through 2040. 2,782 cases made, 160 cases
imported.-B .S .

92 Gianni Brunelli Brunello di Montalclno 2017 
$87 Thi re 1 combine plum, cherry, iron, sanguine,
leather and Mediterranean macchia aromas and flavors.
Succulent, ending in a medley of ripe fruit flavors wild
herb , mineral and resonant tannins. Best from 2025
through 2040. L ,280cases made, 300 cases imporred.-B.S.
92 Camigliano Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$60 This r d i hallmarked by a bright beam of cherry,
crawberry, floral, earth and menthol flavors, with an

eleganc profile giving way to dense tannins as this winds
down on the finish. Fine balance. Best from 2025 through 
2040. l4,000 cases made, 3,250 cases imported.-B.S.
92 Caprili Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $90
Red cherry, strawberry, rose and underbru h aromas and
flavor introduce this solidly structured red, which is
driven as much by lively acidity as dense tannin . Overall
chis feels balanced, finishing with focused fruit, mineral
and earth elements. Be t from 2025 through 2042. 3 ,600
cases made 2 ,400 cases imported.-B.S.
92 Conti Costanti Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$115 A vi.brant style, this features strawberry, cherry,
floral and mineral flavors, with hint of tobacco, iron
and underbrush chiming in as this turns more compact
on the finish. Shows fine overall balance and length. Best
from 2024 through 2042. 5,532 cases made, l 355 cases 
imporcecl.-8.S.
92 Eredi Fuligni Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$775 Mulled plum, cherry, earth and woodsy underbrush
flavors mark this compact red, which is concentrated and
balanced, delivering more power than finesse and com­
plexity today. Best from 2025 through 2039. 6,000 ca es
made, 1 ,650 cases importe 1.-B.S.

92 La Gerla Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $60
Round, evoking plum, dried cherry and earth flavoi:s 
framed by toasty spice accents. This stares out polished
before the tightly wound, refined tannins emerge. Best
from 2025 through 2040. J,000 cases made, 1 ,000 cases
imported.-B.S.
92 Lisini Brunello di Montalclno 2017 $60
A rich version, this red reveals cherry, raspberry, rose,
mineral and wild herb aromas and flavors backed by a
solid matrix of tannins. Firms up on the finish, yet remains
fresh and long, echoing the red fruit and wild herb notes.
Best from 2024 through 2042. 2,500 cases made, 900 cases 
imported.-8.S.
92 La Mannel la di Cortonesi Brunello di 
Montalcino La Mannella 2017 $70 There's ample
fleshiness to the structure of this generous red, with
cherry, raspberry, plum, floral and leather flavors plying
the rich texture, while dusty, resonant tannins roam the
lingering finish. Offers fme ucculence and harmony, Best
from 2025 through 2042. 3,000 cases made, 2 ,000 cases
imporcccl.-B.S.
92 Poggio Antico Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$75 This is firm and underscored by a mineral streak,
displaying trawberry, cherry, earth, spice and tobacco
flavors. Shows harmony and should really Cl)me together
in 2-3 years. Fine length. Best from 2024 through 2040.
3,166 cases made, 1 ,200 cases imported.-B .S.
92 Poggio Landi Brunello di Montalclno 2017 
$65 Framed by vanilla and toasty oak, tbe black cherry
and plum flavors in chis red are focused and backed bylively acidity. A marrLx of dense tannins also lurks under,
neath, leaving a tactile impression on the finish. Best from
2025 through 2040. 7 ,500 cases made, 3,000 casesirnported.-8 .S.

92 Tenuta Le Potazzine Brunello di Montalcino 
2017 $115 Lively, offering cherry, strawberry, plum,
�rth and wild herb aromas and flavors. A dense array of
tannins provide:. support, leaving a burly impression on 
the finish. Fine balance and length. Best from 2025
tbtough 2042. 2,833 cases made, 700 cases imported.-B.S.

92 Le Ragnaie Brunello di Montalcino RagnaieV.V. 2017 $190 A sinewy version, featuring black cherryand black currant flavors enmeshed in dense, dusty tan­nins. Nevertheless, this i vibrant and fluid, staying fo.cused thr ugh the long, chalky finish. Best from 2025through 2040. 3 19 case made, l OO cases imported.-8.S.
92 Castello Romitorio Brunello di Montalcino FIio di Seta 2017 $150 Vibrant and open yec has fineconcentration and firm tannins underneath, while blackcherry, blackberry, car, iron and tobacco flavors hold c0urt . olidly builc, with excellent balance and length. Best from2025 through 2042. 520 case made, 300 casesimporred.-B.S. 
92 Ruffino Brunello di Montalcino TenutaGreppone Mazzi 2017 $55 A rich, fleshy version,this red evokes plum and cherry fruit, graced with earth, thyme and mineral accents. Firm yet balanced, remaininggraceful on the lingering finish. Best from 2024 through2040. 3 ,250 cases made, 1 ,390 cases imporcecl.-B.S.
9 2 San Filippo Brunello di Montalcino Le Lucere2017 $139 There is tension between the strnwberryand cherry fruit flavors in this red, which has a savory sideevoking wild Mediterranean herbs, tobacco and eucalyp­tus flavors. Dense, burly tannins underline everything,and rhe finish is long and sati fying. Best from 2025through 2043. 1 ,000 cases made, 500 cases imported.-B.S.
92 San Giorgio Brunello di Montalcino Ugol­forte 2017 $60 Tightly wound, chis red evokes cherry,raspberry, plum, iron and tobacco flavors, with a solid ran­nic spine providing support and a firm grip on the linger­ing finish. Tips a wee bit to the- tannins in overall harmony, yet this is complex and long. Best from 2025 through 2042.2,500 cases made, 1 ,250 cases imported.-B.S.
92 Talenti Brunello di Montalclno Piero 2017
$100 A broad, loamy red, thi offers steeped cherry,plum, camphor and leafy vegetal flavors backed by mus•cul.ar tannins. The fruit flavors emerge again on the fin­ish, yet the balance tips toward the tannins. Fine energy. Best from 2025 through 2040. 300 cases made, 50 casesimporced.-B.S.
92 Uccelliera Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $BJCherry and plum fruit flavors are allied to mint, camphorand spice accents in this dense, powerful red, which islively and resonates on the finish with echoes of fruit,herbs and spices. Best from 2025 through 2042. 2,388cases made, 1 200 cases imponed.-B.S.
91 Antinori Brunello di Montalcino Plan delle Vigne 2017 $79 This red delivers nice contrastbetween fruity and savory elements, offering cherry andplum flavors matched by loam, sage and soy notes thatare backed by sol id, chalky tannins. Compact on the fin­ish for now. Best from 2025 through 2040. 15 ,780 cases made, 2,250 cases imported.-B .S .
91 Castello Banfi Brunello di Montalcino Vigna Marrucheto 2017 $110 The.ripe plum and blackberry fruit flavors in this reel pick up iron, tobacco and wild herbaccents before succumbing to the stiff, underlying tan­nins. There's appealing fruit, freshness and derail here,yet chis i a couch dry in d1e end. Best from 2025 through2038. l , UO ca es made, 200 cases imported.-B.S. 
91 Baricci Brunello di Montalcino Montosoli2017 $100 anguine and iron flavors frame the earth­and cherry-filled core of d1is firm, dry red, which is linearin profile yec shows complexity, offering a lively beam of acidity for lift. Tips to the dry side on the finish. Bestfrom 2024 through 2040. 1 ,300 cases made, 300 casesimponed.-B.S.
91 Podere Brizio Brunello di Montalcino 2017 
$70 Macerated cherry and plum flavors pick up ele­ments of menchol, wild herbs, earth and licorice in thissupple red. Balanced and tangy, with a spicy, saline finish.Be.�r frnm 207.4 thrnunh ·uno ., ,:,v.. . 

91 Carplneto Brunello di Montalcino 201 This ripe red is hallmarked b}' flavors of ch rry ,/ $7itobacco, with eleme�ts of plum tmd �ucaly rus: �/�/nbalance between frutty and savory, with a li11gering fi of dusty tannins. Best from 2024 through 2038. 2,800 �:1
made, L ,200 cases imponed.-8.S.
91 Casisano Brunello di Mo�talcino 2017 $N. Perfumed aromas of flowe.rs and spice frame the chcand cu.rranc fruit flavors in this elegant red. A couch herbs provide a savory edge, while bright acidity and l igHtannins lend support. Balanced and l. ingers nicely on th loam- and spice-tinged finish. Dri.nk now through 20373 ,750 cases made, 1 ,200 cases imported.-B.S .
91 Claccl Piccolomini d'Aragona Brunello dMontalcino Pianrosso 2017 $100 This red exhibitsappy, concentrated flavors of cherry, currant, plum, tobacco and soy. Show intensity midpalate, persi ·ting 0 the finn, chalky fini h. Best from 2025 through 2040.3 ,093 cases made, 1 ,000 cases imported.-B.S.
91 Luce della Vite Brunello di Montalclno Luce2017 $148 A rich red, this boasts cherry, plum, leather,cobacco, bitter almond and herb flavors. Taut and dense, with brisk acidity and dusty tannins that truncate the fin,ish for now. A traditional tyle. Best from 2025 d1rough 2040. 2,500 cases made, 1 1 7  cases imporced.-B .S.

91 Mastrojanni Brunello di Montalclno Vigna Loreto 2017 $125 Bright cherry and raspberry flavorsare the hallmarks of d,is juicy red, which has a lithe pro­file and well-integrated tannins. Tobacco, camphor andmineral notes play supporting roles as this lingers on hefini h. Drink now through 2037 .  600 ca e made, 50 casesimportecl.-8.S.
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91 Siro Pacenti Brunello di Montalclno Pelagrilli 
2017 $62 TI,is is caut and chewy, with beefy tannins 
putting a strong grip on the black cherry, plum, e?rth �d 
spice flavors. Feels more fruity than savory, end mg with 
assertive tannins. Best from 2025 through 2042. 2,000 
cases made, 750 cases imported.-B .S. 

91 Siro Pacenti Brunello di Montalcino Vecchie 
Vigne 2017 $129 I nitially well-marked by new oak, 
with a resinous note that has toned down chis shows black 
cherry and blackberry fruit flavors framed by vanilla notes, 
while a solid layer of beefy tannins lend support. Best from 
2025 through 2040. 1 ,500 cases made, 500 cases 
imported.-B .S.

91 Poggio I I  Castellare Brunello di Montalcino 
2017 $60 Plum, cherry and almond flavors are frarru�d 
by hims of orange peel, sanguine, earth and tobacco m
this complex, firmly structured red. Compact for now, end­
ing with mouthcoaring tannins. Best from 2025 through 
2040. 5,000 cases made, 3,500 ca ·es imporced.-B.S. 

91 Poggio San Polo Brunello di Montalcino 2017

$70 Black currant and cherry flavors mingle in this 
robust red, with iron, robacco and wild herbs adding 
demi.!. Fresh and juicy, with well-integrated tannins and 
a l ingering fini h. �est from 2024 through 2040. 2,400 
cases made, 1 ,2 10  cases imported.-B.S.  

91 La Serena Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $55 
Rich, with plum, blackberry and pomegranate flavors 
shaded by iron and tobacco accents. The srructu re comes 
mainly from the dense �annin and the fruit flavors are 
sl ightly muddled, yet this is long overal l. Besr from 2024 
through 2042. 2,000cases made-, 850cases imported.-B.S. 

91 Valdicava Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $120 
Plum and cherry compote flavors are shaded by hints of 
green olive and sage in cl1is dense red, which is backe� by 
firm, dusty tannins and ends with lingering notes of iron 
and tobacco. Best from 2024 through 2038. 1 ,000 cases 
made, 400 cases imported.-B.S. 

90 Caparzo Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $45 
Bright fruit flavors mark chis harmonious red, o�ering 
cherry, strawberry, eucalyptus and sanguine notes. Lightly 
dusty tannins come to the fore as this winds down on the 
finish. Be.st from 2024 through 2042. 12 ,500 cases made, 
5 ,000 cases imported.-B.S. 

90 Castlglion del Bosco Brunello di Montalclno 
2017 $60 Rich, exhibiting cherry, plum and earth 
flavors. Firm tannins line the finish, adding l ift and defi­
nition. At chis stage, there is a l ight astringency, which 
leaves a chalky sensation. Best from 2024 through 2039. 
4,500 cases made, 4,000 cases imported.-B.S.  

90 Marchesi de' Frescobaldi Brunello di Mon­
talcino Castelgiocondo 2017 $78 A ci'ghdy woven 
version with cherry, berry and earth flavors quickly giv­
ing wa; to beefy tannins. Leans to the dry, ca_naic side in 
the balance, yet has fine length. Best from 2025 through 
2040. 25,000 cases made, 284 cases imporced.-B.S. 

90 Le Macioche Brunello di Montalclno 2017

$120 Loamy day, plum and cherry flavors are the high­
lights of this fom, slighdy rigid red, with red fruit accents 
of che.rry and strawberry seeping in as this winds down on 
the long finish. Offers elements of tobacco and spice that 
add depth. Best from 2024 rhrough 2040. 1 , 100 cases 
made, 500 cases im,porced.-B.S .  

90 La Mannella di Cortonesi Brunello di Mon­
talclno Poggiarelli 2017 $90 An elegant scyle, this 
b?asrs strawberry, cherry, floral, mineral and herb aro11;as 
and flavors. Firms up, with the compact tanntns provid­
'ing grip on the finish, yet this is also long. Best from 2025 
th.rough 2040. T11sted twice, with consistent notes. 700 
c11ses made, 400 cases imported.-B.S. 

90 Mocali Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $65
A mix of plum, fruit cake, earth, lead1er and tobacco mark 
this savory, fir111ly structured red, which tips toward the 

dense tannins in the end, yet remains focused and long. 
Best from 2024 through 2038. 4, 150 cases made, 2,500
cases imported.-B.S. 

90 Silvio Nardi Brunello di Montalcino Poggio 
Doria 2017 $158 Ample black cherry and blackberry 
fruit flavors mark this Brunello, along with dense, robust 
tannins. Iron and tar accents chime in as this winds down 
on the finish. Best from 2024 rhrough 2038. 43 cases made, 
1 5  cases imported.-B .S .  

90 Poggio San Polo Brunello di  Montalclno 
Vignavecchia 2017 $ISO A savory version, boasting 
juniper, eucalyptus and rosemary flavors, with notes _of
cherry and orange peel. Compact, bordering on rumc, 
wirh burly tannins l ining rhe finish. Besr from 2025 
through 2038. 250 cases made, 30 cases imported.-B.S. 

90 Le Ragnaie Brunello di 
Montalcino 2017 $90 This 
version offers a mix of cherry, straw­
berry, floral and earth aromas and 
flavors. Tips to the dry, dusty tan­
nins in the balance, but overal l  
this lingers with hinr.s of  fruit and 
a sense of grace. Be t from 2024 
through 2038. 2, 1 70 cases made, RICCARDO CAMPINOTI 
750 cases imporred.-B .S. Owner & Winemaker 

90 Le Ragnaie Brunello di Montalcino Passo 
del Lume Spento 2017 $190 Cherry, strawberry, 
floral and juniper flavors are quickly encased in a cloak 
of dense, lively tannins in chis red. Though �olid and grip­
ping, the lasting impression is not overly asmngent. Shows 
length roo. Best from 2025 through 2040. 251  cases made, 
1 00 cases imported.-B.S. 

90 Renieri Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $75 
Cherry, strawberry, iron, earth and tobacco flavors herald 
this intense, densely structured red, which has a fr�sh 
character, with plenty of fruit locked up by dusry tannins, 
finishing long. Be patient. Best from 2025 through 2040. 
2,500 ca.ses made, 1 , 100 cases imported.-B.S .  

90 Castello Romitorlo Brunello di Montalcino 
2017 $75 Blackche.rry, blackberry, plum, iron, tobacco 
and spice flavors herald this brooding red, revealing a 
pliable feel. mid palate, despite a matrix of stiff tannins char 
guard the finish. Besr from 2025 through 2040. 2,500 cases 
made, 1 ,000 cases imported.-B.S.  

90 San Filippo Brunello di Montatcino 2017

$79 There are plenry of savory elements here, with ju­
niper, sage and cobacco notes ali�ed co steeped cherry 
and strawberry fruit flavors and a hint of rose. Dry, dusty 
tannins line the finish. Best from 2024 through 2040. 
1 , 160 cases made, 600 cases imported.-B.S. 

90 Livio Sassetti Brunello d i  Montalcino 
Pertimali 2017 $85 An opulent style, this exhibi.ts 
cherry, berry, tobacco and oak spice flavors. Th?ugh flu_id,
this is firm, with a dense matrix of dusty tannins flexmg 
on the earthy finish. Best from 2024 through 2039. 3 , 166 
cases made, 1 ,250 cases imported.-8.S. 

90 Talenti Brunello di Montalcino 2017 $50
This red delivers an intense beam of cherry and red berry 
fruit noces shaded by tobacco, sanguine and leafy vegecal 
flavors. Features a bright structure, but finishes on the dry 
side, revealing a spicy aftertaste. Best from 2025 through 
2038. 2 , 100 cases made, 300 cases imported.-B.S. 

ITALY 
Tuscany / Brunello di Montalcino 
Riserva 

98 Castello Banfi Brunello di  Montalcino 
Poggio atte Mura Rlserva 2016 $150 Stunning, 
showing black cherry, blackberry, plu�, lea�er, ea�t� a�d 
iron aromas and fl;;ivnr< """' ..,ML. ·- - - --

supple texture and dense cructure. '.his has � good feel, 
between the level of ripe fruit and fmn tannms. Should 
age well. Excellent length. Best from 2026 d,rough 2045. 
1 ,220 cases made, 75 cases imporced.-B.S. 

98 Casanova di Neri Brunello di Montalcino 
Cerretalto 2016 $390 See Collectibles, page 93. 

98 Clacci Piccolomini d'Aragona Brunello. di 
Montalcino Vigna di Pianrosso Santa Caterina 
d'Oro Rlserva 2016 $150 See Collectibles, page 93. 

98 Fanti Brunetto di Montalclno Vigna Le Mac­
chiaretle Riserva 2016 $97 This red has everything­
ripe cherry, blackberry and plum fruit, lea�er, autumn 
wood l icorice and mineral flavors as well as fine structure 
and i�tensity-and all in the right proportions. Bright, 
balanced and long, with a chalky sensation around the 
gums from the well-integrated tannins. Best from 2025 
through 2045. 650 ca es made, 25 cases imporred.-B.S. 

98 Uccelliera Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 
2016 $176 See Collectibles, page 94. 

98 Valdicava Brunello di Montalcino Madonna 
del Piano Riserva 2016 $285 See Collectibles, 
page 94. 

97 Biondi-Santi Brunello di Montalcino Tenuta 
Greppo 2016 $253 See Collectibles, page 95. 

9 7 Canaticchio di Sopra BruneJlo di Montalcino
Riserva 2016 $225 Leads off widi. high-coned cherry 
and strawberry flavors and savory, mineral elem�nts, whic!1 
are buoyed by vibrant acidity and solid tannms. This 1 

still very youthful and full of nerve, complexity. Reveals 
hints of soy and chocolate that add more detail on che 
long aftertaste. Best from 2025 through 2043 . 300 cases 
made, 100 cases imported.-B.S. 

97 Caprili Brunello di Montalcino AdAlberto
Riserva 2016 $90 See Highly Recommended, page 
93. 

97 Cast igl ion del Bosco
Brunetto di Montalcino Mil l­
ecento Riserva 2016 $210 
This red reveals both power and 
finesse, with intense aromas of truf­
fle, black currant, violet and iron 
leading off, backed by saturated 
dark berry fruit, floral, leather and 
tobacco flavors. Big, muscular tan­
nins grab hold of the finish, with 
ample frui.t In reserve. Best from 
2026 through 2045. 834 cases made, MASSIMO FERRAGAMO 
1 5  cases imported.-B.S.  Owner 

9 7 Le Chi use Brunello di Montalcino Diecianni
Riserva 2012 $180 This red is beginning to find its 
sweet spot, revealing mushroom, leather, fading_ ch�rry,
berry, earth and mineral aromas and flavors. Sull firm,

with fine equilibrium and an expansive finish that has 
freshness and grip. Begs for braised beef, Bolognese or wild 
boar ragu. Drink now through 203 7. 700 cases made, 100 
cases imported.-B .S. 

97 Conti Costanti Brunello di Montalclno
Riserva 2016 $230 Packed with plum, black cherry 
and blackberry flavors, chis solid red is a bit closed off to· 
day despite having freshness. Floral, earth, wild herb and 
mi�ernl accents chime in on the resonant finish. All the 
components are in the right place. Best from 2025 duough 
2043. 1 ,000 cases made, 1 70 cases imported.-B.S. 

97 Poggio Antico Brunello di  Montalcl�0 
Rlserva 2016 $160 This stunning red leads off wirh 
a beam of cherry, kirsch and violet flavors, while miner.ti, 
tobacco and ash lend accents. Fresh and juicy, with ine 
harmony and an e.'Xceptional aftercaste rhar echoes rh_e 
fruit and mineral elements. The solid structure gives di_i� 
finp �ninn ...,,.. .. ,..._ ... :_I  T')_ • ' - -- - • 

97 Poggio di Sotto Brunello di Montalcino
Riserva 2016 $500 Elegant and detailed, offering a 
beautiful display of pure cherry and strawberry fruir. Rich 
and saturated with fruit yet vibrant and long, with floral, 
mineral and tobacco accents adding depth. Balanced, this 
red i more about finesse than power. Best from 2025 
through 2043. 666 cases made, 42 cases imported.-B.S. 

97 Castello Romitorio BruneUo di Montalcino 
Filo di Seta Riserva 2016 $700 This red is linear, 
dense and concentrated, both for the black cherry, black 
currant and blueberry fruit and the fine-grained, dusty 
tannins. Lively and balanced, yet needs time to unwind 
and gain more of the complexity that's buried within. The 
fresh, l ingering finish reveals mineral, soy and spice 
accents. Best from 2025 through 2043. 325 cases made, 
50 cases imported.-B.S. 

9 7 San Filippo Brunello di Montalcino Le Lucere
Riserva 2016 $249 This l ithe red delivers concen­
rrated flavors of cherry, raspberry, srrawbe.rry, floral and 
eucalyptus allied to a firm underlying strucrure. Long, with 
refined tannins and a chalky feel in the end. Best from 2026 
through 2045. 350 cases made, 1 50 cases import d.-B.S. 

97 Livio Sassetti Brunello di Montalcino Pertl­
mali Rlserva 2016 $110 Enticing and hannoniou , 
this red is sarurared with blackberry, black currant, violet 
and mineral flavors. Intense and focused, even racy rather 
than concentrated and powerful, with a solid structure 
and lingering aftertaste. Terrific length. Best from 2025 
through 2045. 416 cases made, 125 cases imported.-8.S. 

9 6 Baricci Brunello di Montalclno Nello Riserva
2016 $195 This rich, round red is hallmarked by bright 
black cherry, blackberry and black currant fruit flavors. 
Shows grace notes ofiron, tar and eucalyptus, which chime 
in as che beefy structure exerts influence on d1e finish. 
Fine balance and length. Best from 2025 through 2047. 
250 cases made, 75 cases imported.-B.S. 

96 Gianni Brunel l i  Brunello di  Montalclno 
Riserva 2016 $160 A beefy, muscular style, chis red 
features black cherry, blackberry and plum fruit shaded by 
earth, iton and spice flavors. Reveals a tangy edge, partly 
from the bracing acidity, with wild herb and savory notes 
on the lingering finish. Best from 2026 through 2045. 271 
cases made, 50 cases imporred.-B.S. 

96 Carpineto Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 
2016 $115 Opulent and round, boasting cherry, black­
berry, plum, iron, robacco and menthol notes. Fresh, with 
a broad matrix of tannins shoring it aJJ up and, along with 
the vibrant acidiry, extending rhe finish. Best from 2025 
through 2045. 600 cases made, 300 cases imported.-B.S. 

96 Lisini Brunello di Montalcino Ugolaia 2016

$90 Shows saturated flavors of black currant, black­
berry, cherry, earth and a hint of dark chocolate embed­
ded in che dense structure. Juicy and balanced in a sleek 
way, with the fruit persisting through the lingering after­
taste. Best from 2024 through 2042. 650 cases made, 100 
cases imported.-B.S. 

96 Le Macioche Brunetlo di Montalclno Riserva 
2016 $200 Rich and dense, with cherry, raspberry, 
black currant, violet, mineral and spice flavors. Reveals 
a spine 0f acidity that provides definition and keeps thi 
red vibrant from beginning to end. Balanced, long and 
shows excellent potential. Best from 2025 through 2042.
250 cases made, 1 00  cases imporced.-B.S. 
96 I I  Poggione Brunello di  Montalcino Vigna 
Paganelli Rlserva 2016 $140 A beam of pure chen;y 
Permeates this sleek, elegant red, shaded by floral, min­
eral, wild herb and orange zest accents. Wel l-delineated 
and long, this has the balance, grip and imensicy for a 
long life ahead. Best from 2025 through 2045. 3,300 cases 
rnade, 750 ca es imported.-B.S. 
96 I !l c:,,.� .... -- ""-··- - " - .. - -
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tobacco and iron aromas and flavors. Firm yec remains 
balanced and incense d,rough the long, fruity, mineraUy 
and savory aftertaste. Shows superb energy and complex­
ity. Best from 2025 through 2047. 950 cases made, 200 
cases imported.-B.S. 

96 Talenti Brunello di Montalcino Pian di Conte 
Riserva 2016 $70 See Highly Recommended, page 
93. 
95 Altesino Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 
2016 $110 Beautifully integrated and solidly built, this 
is hallmarked by textbook aromas and flavors of cherry, 
strawberry, i ron, sanguine and tobacco. Delivers accents 
of herbs, earth and almond that emerge as this plays ouc 
on the long, derailed finish. Approachable now and should 
age over the next decade or more. Best from 2024 through 
2040. 1 ,250 cases made, 750 cases imporced.-B.S. 

95 Fattoria dei Barbi Brunello di Montalcino 
Riserva 2016 $130 Though vibrant and expressing 
cherry, currant, herb and mineral flavors, this is tannic 
and locked up for now. Leans co the elegant side, with a 
dense layer of dusty tannins guarding the finish. Be pa­
tient. Best from 2026 through 2043 . 3 ,000 cases made, 
2,094 case imported.-B.S. 

95 Caparzo Brunello d i  Montalcino Riserva 
2016 $80 Boasts beautifully defined strawberry, cherry, 
rose, mint and mineral flavors embedded in a sleek, dense 
structure. Firm and lingers, with echoes of fruit, savory 
herbs and earth on the aftertaste. Besr from 2025 through 
2045 . 2,000 cases made, 500 cases imported.-B.S. 

95 Col d'Orcia Brunello di Montalclno Vigna 
Nastaglo 2016 $80 This red finds a nice equilibrium 
between ripe cherry and strawberry fruit and balsamic 
notes of sage, chyme and juniper. Features iron, leather 
and tobacco accents, which chime rn as this plays out on 
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